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I ntroduction

Governments, academia and organisations througheutvorld invest considerably in public research in
modern biotechnology to strengthen the sustainpliduction of food, feed and fibre, to address wate
shortage, to improve health care and environmgmtdection. The extent to which modern biotechnplog
will be able to contribute to these goals depenasamong other things, the regulations that apply.
National regulations are strongly influenced bingational agreements, such as the Cartagena Birotoc
Biosafety (CPB). During the development of theskrimational agreements, the public research sector,
which counts tens of thousands researchers in aetlasusand research institutes in developing and
developed countries, has until 2004 not been repted in an organised way.

PRRI

In 2004, the Public Research and Regulation InitafPRRI) was established with the objective tteiof
public researchers involved in modern biotechnolaggprum through which they are informed about and
involved in relevant international discussions,tsas the Meetings of the Parties to the CPB (MOBsal

of participation in such meetings is to inform thegotiators about the objectives and progress bfigu
research in modern biotechnology, to bring scigndiie negotiations, and to inform the negotiatdyeut
concerns public researchers may have. PRRI patamipin MOP2 and MOP3, as well as in tHe 8
Conference of the Parties (COP8) to the ConveriorBiological Diversity (CBD), with many public
research scientists from all over the world. Siitseestablishment, PRRI has become a well recodnise
organisation in the international arena.

Organisation and Funding

The ‘heart’ of this initiative is the PRRI Forumhigh connects public researchers who wish to bmrnnéd
about relevant developments and actively involvethe activities of PRRI. Public researchers inediin
modern biotechnology are welcome to register agrarik member, so that they can be informed about new
developments. Registration is free of cost.

PRRI is coordinated by a Steering Committee of iputdsearchers from all corners of the world, and a
foundation has been established for the organisatidinancing. The day-to-day activities and
communications are handled by the Secretariat.

PRRI has established working groups to addressifiepéapics such asUpdates on Public Research’,
‘Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety’, ‘Arhus Conventio‘Liability’, ‘Risk Assessment’, ‘GURTS’, ‘GM
Trees’, etcInformation is also provided in French, Russigmar8sh, and Arabic.

Financial support has been provided by governmerteznational organisations and the private sedtbe
European Commission has funded a 3-year projeli¢dc&cience4BioReg, which allows PRRI to conduct
some of its basic activities in the period 200002

Foundation with the objective to involve the pulsBsearch sector in regulations and internatiogi@eaments relevant to modern biotechnoldgy




PRRI

Main activities planned in 2007 and 2008

PRRI's main activities for 2007-2008 are to prepfareparticipation in MOP4 and COP9, which will be
held back to back from 12 — 30 May in Bonn, Germany

For this purpose, PRRI will organise regional prefiay meetings to introduce public researcherthéo
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (CPB) and the Cutitwe on Biological Diversity (CBD) and to seekithe
input on the topics on the agenda. Topics of MOta4 are relevant for public researchers are: Litgtahd
Redress, Risk Assessment and Risk Management, fBigs@learing House (BCH), Roster of experts,
Capacity building, Handling, Packaging and Use, i&@conomic considerations in decision making,
Public Participation and Review of the functionimigthe Protocol. Topics of COP9 that are releviant
public researchers in modern biotechnology are: G®ks, GURTS, Intellectual Property Rights (IPR),
Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS), Technology Tranahd Agricultural Biodiversity.

The PRRI regional meetings are to the extent plessib-organised with regional organisations and in

conjunction with existing meetings. The followinRRI regional preparatory meetings were organised:

- Africa, in collaboration with FARA and AfricaBio in comjation with FARA'’s “Africa Agricultural
Science Week” (date: June 11, 2007, Johannesbough 8frica).

- Western Europein collaboration with the EFB and in conjunctinith the “13" European Conference
on Biotechnology” (date: 17 September 2007, Barel&pain).

- North America in conjunction with the international symposiufirdnslational Seed Biology: From
Model Systems to Crop Improvement” (date: 17 Sepwm@007, Davis, California).

- Latin America: in collaboration with ANBio and in conjunction Wwithe “V biosafety congress + Latin
American Symposium on Transgenic Products”, (d&teSeptember, Belo Horizonte, Brazil).

The following PRRI regional preparatory meetings @ander discussion:

- Eastern Europein collaboration with the BSBA (Early 2008).

- Middle Eastin collaboration with Biovision Alexandria (Apr2008).

- South East Asiacollaboration with IRRI and APEC.

PRRI has participated or will participate in relevantersessional meetings of the CPB and CBD, sisch

— 3th Coordination Meeting for Governments and Orggtions implementing and/or funding Biosafety
Capacity-building Activities, and the Fourth megtif the Liaison Group on Capacity-building for
Biosafety, 26 February - 2 March 2007, Lusaka, Zamb

— 2nd International Meeting of Academic Instituticared Organizations Involved in Biosafety Education
and Training, 16 - 18 April 2007, Kuala Lumpur, Mgsia

— Canada Norway Expert Workshop on Risk Assessmerfifture Applications of Modern
Biotechnology, 4-6 June Montreal, Canada

- 12th meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientifiechnical and Technological Advice, 2- 6 July 2007
- UNESCO, Paris, France.

— 4th meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Grofipegal and Technical Experts on Liability
and Redress in the context of the Protocol, 2202®ber 2007, Montreal, Canada

— 6th meeting of the Open-ended Working Group on As@nd Benefit-sharing (ABSWG-6), 21 - 25
January 2008, Geneva, Switzerland.

- 13" meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Teical and Technological Advice, 16-22
February, Rome Italy

In addition to participating in international neigdions, PRRI will continue to inform governments,
organisations and other stakeholders about theimgpgublic research in modern biotechnology anduabo
its concerns about regulatory developments. Wheeeessary, PRRI will continue to address
misperceptions and misinformation about sciencétetse that PRRI has sent to the other stakeholders
this respect are published on the PRRI web sitehioh recently also a page ‘Ask-Force’ has beeatedd
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